
CHAPTER 5: 

I First Dreamt the Dreams of my Father 

The Male Figure: 

When I was a child, the only striking occupation to me was Accountancy. In the world of my mind, I 

needed to become an accountant; the idea of wearing corporate clothes (the suit and briefcase effect) to an 

office each day (I definitely wasn’t considering the late nights) was beyond amazing to me. 

If you took a wild guess, I’m certain you would know that I had been dreaming of becoming an accountant 

simply because that was my Father’s occupation. 

 

Learning to Dream: 

I came of the age to begin my journey along a career path, beginning in Senior Secondary School with the 

decision to remain either in the sciences or social sciences class. Eventually, I chose the latter. 

My father always had a strong belief in scholarship*. For him, being a scholar was definitely about 

learning and more importantly, attaining excellent grades! So, I wittingly began every new school term 

with this goal in my head; ‘You will take the first position in your class.’  

And so, the learning process to taking the first position began. I may not have known how to achieve this 

at every moment, but these I knew; with or without electricity, I had to study; by a private car or by public 

transportation, I had to get to school; with or without my love of play, I had to remain serious, because at 

the end of each term, whether I liked it or not, I would have to defend my grades before my father. 

 

The ‘First Positon’ Model: 

Oh, I did take that first position, eventually (by the Lord’s doing!); in fact, it happened more than once 

(Amen).  The goal was not exactly attained during every class session, but one thing remained unchanged; 

consciously or otherwise, I constantly dreamt the ‘first position’ dream of my father.  

This dream model taught me about the persistence of a dream, especially when one seems to fall short of 

the goal once or twice, or even three times. I had experienced this as I did take the second and third 

positions along the way. I remember taking the seventh position or so one time and near fainting at the 

thought of bringing the report card home! 

Yes see, my Father had a reward system- he attached the gift of a JVC stereo system to the attainment of a 

first position in class. Though I’d been promised this stereo system as a reward, the anticipatory joy in my 

Father’s words was the real reward. Also, every time the goal was not met, the review lecture as a result of 

my position for the particular term was intense.  

My point here is this; it was not easy living out the ‘first position’ dream, but at the end of those school 

terms when I did achieve the goal, I became aware that, of a truth, ‘dreams come true’ (I didn’t need this 

put in a quote for me; I knew, period!). 

 



 

 

A Father’s Dream: 

The day finally came. My father had been invited to be the Chairman on the occasion of my Secondary 

School Graduation Ceremony. You see, I may not have been able to articulate his dream as fully as he had 

seen it, but I certainly knew the moment of the dream’s actualization. The moment occurred as the 

statement, ‘Best Graduating Art Student - Blessing Okoro’ was made with seven other awards following 

(THANK YOU LORD!). Two of those awards were presented to me by my father on that occasion, and I 

cannot forget the joy in his eyes. He was elated! Simply elated, I tell you. 

So, the dream may not have come to fruition on the day it was created, but it culminated in a memorable 

end.  My first set of books was gifted to me by father from this great stride, and it was by this happening 

that I developed a good reading habit and learned to dream big. 

In a nutshell, by this experience, I learned to believe in the audacity of having a dream. 

 

The Time Value of a Dream 

I’d like to explain to you the time value of a dream using this simple equation: 

Dream actualized (D) = Persistence (P) x Time (T) 

Where:  

D- The end result of an envisioned goal 

P- The threshing ground for one’s passion, largely linked to continuous sacrifice 

T- The duration of the dream actualization journey 

 

Why Persistence? 

The word ‘persistence’ greatly explains the ‘how’ of dream actualization. In my world, the words 

‘persistence’ and ‘perseverance’ can be used interchangeably. Having been a quote collector for many 

years, I looked up a striking quote which I’d written down a while ago. It says: 

“Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired of doing the hard work you already did.” - 

Newt Gingrich  

A lot has been said on how to achieve dreams – by staying an achiever – and hard work is a part of it all. 

Yes, you need to work hard to remain a genius in your chosen path (Talent + Hardwork). However, one 

day, you may wake up with the feeling of pure exhaustion (which may last for more than a day).  There 

will come a point when, amidst all your passion, zeal, talent, achievements, and impact, you will simply 

feel tired.  

Know this; actualizing a dream is work! This is why you must run with a vision. God remaining the center 

of it all. 



“And the LORD answered me, and said, write the vision, and make it plain upon the 

tables, that he may run that readeth it.” 

-  (Habbakkuk 2:2). 

In those days when you do not feel like running, what must you do? You must PERSIST! PERSEVERE!  

This is a call to another level of work – work it tired! Achieve that dream even when you get tired, as that, 

my friend, is the reason for the term ‘persistence’. 

 

 

AUDACITY: 

 

“Watching you sleeping calmly in a serene state, 

Forgetting your troubles and letting go of the inevitable. 

Watching you take up your challenge, 

Being optimistic in an audacious manner. 

I, watching you wonder; 

You are brave, 

You are optimistic, 

You can come through this challenge. 

But only you understands the strength taken to have such AUDACITY.” 

 

Poem Truth: Written for my Father in the year of his tooth operation. 

 

*Scholarship: the character, qualities, activity, or attainments of a scholar: learning. 


